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What’s In It For You?  

Creating content for blended/online courses takes a significant amount 

of time and a great deal of forethought.  While there are many paths 

that may be taken in designing an online course, the QM rubric 

provides a road map that incorporates instructional design best 

practices.  General Standards in the Higher Education rubric are 

concerned with Instructional Materials (GS4) and Learning Activities 

(GS5).  Both standards (and others as well) may be met via the 

inclusion of Open Educational Resources within a course.   

Open Educational Resources are “ready-made” teaching and learning resources that reside in 

the public domain or have been released under an open license that permits their free use. Open 

Education Resources include full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming 

videos, tests, software, and any other tools or materials used to support access to knowledge 

(https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/why-open-education-matters).  The use of OER 

can provide variety in instructional materials and activities and may decrease the design time 

commitment for the instructor.   

In this 50-minute session, we will explore the “links” that exist between OER and the General 

Standards of the 5th edition of the QM Higher Education rubric, in particular GS 4 and GS 5.  Data 

will be shared that provides powerful support for faculty, instructional designers and institutions 

to adopt OER when it is possible to do so.  Finally, suggestions will be offered to assist in locating 

appropriate, high quality OER to incorporate into your own courses. 

Furthermore, you will have opportunities to interact with your colleagues and to collect their 

insights, ideas and thoughts on OER.  You will leave with an instructor’s toolkit full of resources, 

that you can investigate or use immediately in your own courses. 

Join me for 50 minutes of professional development that may stretch your perceptions of your 

role in education in an ever-changing global community of learners.  

After actively participating in this learning experience, you will be able to: 

 Describe the components of General Standards 4 and 5 
of the 5th edition of the QM Higher Education rubric 
 

 List factors that support the use of Open Educational 
Resources 

 

 Formulate a plan for investigating the use of OER in a 
future or existing course. 
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Notes             
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Name of my course 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Personal Reflection:  The WHY of OER 

 
 

 

 
What I learned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What surprised me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Instructional 
materials

Learning
activities

Educator’s Toolkit of Thoughts 
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My Action Plan – OER and my course? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you for your participation in this presentation! 
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