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Objectives

 Show how VirtualSC has used rubrics and
templates to drive quality synchronous
sessions

* Discuss how our understanding of best
practices for synchronous sessions is
evolving, while maintaining a focus on
quality




Who We Are: VirtualSC \ﬁrtual

e South Carolina's Supplemental Statewide Online Program

* Two Primary "Audiences"

* VirtualSC Supplemental Program
* Ala Carte High School and Middle School Courses taught by VSC teachers
* No full-time students. Students are enrolled in public, private, or home schools
* Asynchronous model

* VirtualSC Franchises

* Local online programs using VirtualSC courses and systems

* Many delivery modalities and purposes
* Asynchronousand Blended
* Localvirtual programs, homebound services, alternative schools, local supplemental, etc



Why Synchronous
Sessions in an
Asynchronous Program?

* Modern Language Standards:Students work
towards proficiency in three communication
modes: Interpersonal, Interpretive and
Presentational, in alignment with the ACTFL
World-Readiness Standards for Learning
Languages: World-
ReadinessStandardsforLearninglLanguages. pdf

(actfl.org)

Interpersonal Communication requires spontaneous
spoken, written, or signed conversations. For
spoken language, this requires synchronous
communication.



https://www.actfl.org/uploads/files/general/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/uploads/files/general/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/uploads/files/general/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf

QM K-12 Standards

Q U ALITY MATTE R S » 3.1: The types of assessments in the course measure the stated learning objectives

or competencies, are consistent with learning activities and resources, and their
relationship with learning objectives or competencies is clearly stated.

* 3.2: Specific and descriptive criteria are provided for the evaluation of learners’
work and assist the instructor in determining the level of achievement of learning
objectives and competencies

* 3.3: Assessment strategies provide learners with opportunities to reflect on their
progress towards meeting course requirements and mastering learning objectives
or competencies.

» 5.1: The learning activities promote the achievement of the stated learning
objectives or competencies, and their relationship with learning objectives or
competencies is clearly stated.

» 5.3: Learning activities provide opportunities for learner-instructor and learner-
learner interaction.

* 6.2: Course tools facilitate student engagement and promote active learning



How It

started...How
it's Going




Standard Alignment of Original Design

3.1: The types of assessments in the course measure the stated learning Synchronous assessments for interpersonal
objectives or competencies, are consistent with learning activities and tasks.

resources, and their relationship with learning objectives or competencies is

clearly stated.

3.2: Specific and descriptive criteria are provided for the evaluation of Descriptive framing and common rubrics
learners’ work and assist the instructor in determining the level of achievement
of learning objectives and competencies

3.3: Assessment strategies provide learners with opportunities to Practice tasks, rubric feedback
reflect on their progress towards meeting course requirements and
mastering learning objectives or competencies.

5.1: The learning activities promote the achievement of Practice tasks (1 per lesson)
the stated learning objectives or competencies, and their relationship with
learning objectives or competencies is clearly stated.

5.3: Learning activities provide opportunities for learner-instructor and learner- Synchronous practice tasks and tasks
learner interaction.

6.2: Course tools facilitate student engagement and promote active learning Live conferencing software (VSC), Varied
modalities (Franchises)



Whole group discussion with breakout sessions

Shared teacher- or coach-created materials tailored to course
content

One practice session (optional) and one interpersonal task per
lesson

Original

Design

Unit Introduction
Task Practice
Interpersonal Task Framing

Used across all tasks and course levels




Original Design: Framing

Introduction: states
purpose of task

Instructions: provides broad
topics for upcoming live
session

Checklist: focuses student
preparation

2.2.11 Interpersonal Task

Asslgnment Settings Advanced grading More «

Receive a grade

Introduction

In this live sesslon, you will practice the vocabulary, grammar, and skills you are learning in this lesson by speaking with another person in real time.

Instructions

Plan to atténd your live session maeting, whene you and a partner will find out about @ach other's families. Be prepared 1o ask and tell how many pecpla are (n your family, nameas, ages,
descriptiens, and birthdays.

Assignment Checklist
| am prepared to:

+ ask and tell how many people are in my tamily. (Hint: Hay - there are)

+ ask and tell who each persen (s, {Don't forget your possessive adjectives like "mi madre”.)

+ ask and tell when their birthdays are (You do NOT have to include the year.)

v ask and tell how old they ane [Hint: use Tener)

+ ask and tell one physical description abaout them. (Hint: check tor the correct adjective ending)

| have done the following:

» practiced what | plan to say out loud saveral times.
»  practiced the questions | will ask my partner.

Proficiency Level(s) expected: Novice Mid (0pens in a new window)

After Submitting Your Task

Nead 1o know what to do while your work 1s being graded? Chack out What Do | Do Next? (opens in a new window)

After Your Task is Graded

hdake sure you check your grade and feedback! (watch the How to Check Your Feedback im Assignments video (opens in a new window ) If you nead help!)




Original Design: Session Info

* Live, synchronous
assessments

° Sha red tem plate materia IS In the live session, you and your partner will act out a mock

telephone conversation about an invitation to a Dinner
that dO not a”OW mUCh theater show. Each person will say 3-4 lines. Your focus
h . . should be on using the lesson vocabulary and the
teacher customization subjunctive expression “Ojala que”. Your instructor will

assign you a partner in the live session.

Assignment checklist:

. studied the vocabulary and prepared some questions
° H Igh Sta kes (assessment) reviewed my notes on the subjunctive.

practiced proper pronunciation.

prepared some sentences | might be able to use during
the session.




Common Rubric

* Rubric used for all speaking
tasks

* Includes line items for
fluency, pronunciation, and
proficiency

GuesTion/Content

Comprenensipility (Pronunclation)

vocabulary

Grammar Usg

Fluency

Task Completion

Proficiency

On-Time Submission

Student answers
question
completelyor
praovides all cantent
without major
T,

3.6 points

Student is
unokerstacd without
difficulty ardice
could be urderstood
by a native speaker.
3.6 points

Student's
wocabulary from the
esson s wel used.
Student uses
ounent ard
previoushy learmed
wooabulary.

3.6 points

Student consisterly
usEs carnsct
grammar and
phrasing in target
anguage ward
arder. Student uses
current ared
previcushy earmed
gramimar.

3.6 points

Student's flow of
speech is Auid and
natural ard practice
5 evident. Pauses
are ratural.

3.5 points

Student completes
all components af
ihe task and
elaborates fully
3.5 points

Student meets
ourrent proficiency
e pvpectations
e =B of the
time.

3.6 points

The student submibed their assignment behore ar an
the due dabe estabbshed in the peong guide

2.8 points

Student can ask or
answer guestions
related to the
oantent with minimal
TS,

2.5 points

Student is
unokerstocd wath
accaskanal difficulty
andyar is urderstood
by a sympathetic
istenier.

2.5 points
Student's
wocabulary is from
the lesson and wsed
carrectiy.

2.6 points

Student uses
carrect grammar
it minor ard fior
occaskanal mistases
Student uses
oarnect phrazng in
target language
'word arder.

2.5 points

Student’s flow of
speech is Aud
andjar natural.
Pauses are
amikveard.

2.6 points

Stupkent sddresses
the task fully.
2.5 points

Student meets
ourrent proficiency
el pxpectations
8% 604 of the
time.

2.5 points

Student can ask or
ansaer guestions
relabed to the
cantent with
frequent emrors.
1.6 poinis

Student is
unoerstocd with
difficulty mare than
nalf the time.

L6 points

Student's
wvocabulary rebes on
the queesfian &
mrampting.

1.6 points

Student uses
carrect grammar
with minor mistakes
andar &Tees in
farget language
arder or phrasing
1.6 points

Student’s flaw of
speech is urnatural,
rebearsed and
addifional practice is
needed. Pauses are
frequent.

1.6 points

Student sddresses
mast af the task, but
SOME Companends
are missing.

1.6 points

Student meeis
current proficiency
eel pxpectations
H0%-40% of the
time.

1.6 points

0 points

Student can ned ask
ar ansaer
developed
questians related to
the content.

0.5 poinis

Student is
understood only
with much difficulty.
0.5 points

Student uses itte
wocabulary from the
CEEON.

0.5 points

Student uses
carnect grammar
with minor mistakes
andar &Toes in
target language
arder or phrasing
0.6 points

Student’s flow of
speech is Lnnatura
and uncertair.
Addibonal prachce
s nesded. Fauses
are frequent and
UNNECESsary.

0.5 poinis

Many components
afl the task ane
IMIESSInG

0.5 points

Student meets
ourrent proficiency
ewel pxpectations
Ai%%-11% of the
timaz.

0.5 poinis

Student can net ask
ar ansaer guestions
related ko the
ocantent.

D points

Student is not
unockerstocd at all.
D points

Student does rat
use the vocabulary
from the lesson ar
does rat respand.
D points

Student uses
reoarnsct grammar
ar reverts to English.
D points

Student's spesch is
choppy with pauses
throughout

D pounds

Stuoknt does reat
complete task or
attempt fo complete
fask.

D pounss

Student meets
ourrent proficiency
ol pvpectations
20r%~0%% of the
time.

D pounds

The student submitied ther assiggnment after the due
date established in thes pacing gquide.




How It's
Going

Lost tool that allowed for
recorded breakout rooms

Needed a new strategy that
would allow teachers to assess
without relying on breakout

rooms.



Newer Model: Guided Interpersonal

Assessments

* Live synchronous sessions (weekly)
* Instructional and more frequent

» Teacher-created materials allow for personalization and integration of

current cultural elements

« Asynchronous and spontaneous task

« Support during live sessions
 Clear framing
« Conversation outline

« Common rubric

 Used across all tasks and course levels

Live Sessions Explained@

German 1 German 2 German 3HN
Sunday 7pm Sunday 7pm Sunday 8pm

Schedule (<- click here) Schedule (<- click here) Schedule (<- click here)

. Instructlonal Live Sessions are an i nvaluable addlt ion to the course that you r instructor offers to aid /
_ youin your understanding of the e material and you n the e overall.

-IylttILS ns you will be reviewing and practicing what you have been learni

in the course. Being on paci of utmost impol rl nce to get the full benefits of the practice. -

« In Instructional Live Sessions your instructor may include Kahoot games, Nearpods, Quizizz, music,

set up mini-interviews and/or other engaging activities.

» The practice will help you with the graded tasks of the course, be it culture forum posts,
interpersonal, interpretive, or presentational tasks.

\ If you not attend the above listed timg, make sure to view the recording of the practice
sessi t still benefit from what was covered!

ng

A




GIA Design: Framing

Introduction: states purpose
of task

Instructions: outlines steps for
recording

Conversation Outline:
prepares students for general
flow of conversation

Recording Tutorials:
provides student choice and
tech support

Checklist: focuses student
preparation

G 1 1.4.4 Interpersonal Speaking Task - Live Session

Settings  Advanced grading  More v

Introduction

In this recorded session, you will practice the vocabulary, grammar, and skllls you are learning In this lesson by engaging In conversation.

Instructions

Farticlpate In a conversation getting to know the new exchange student from Germany. As you are learning German you are happy to ask and answer all of the questions in German. This is a conversation where the exchange student and you ask each other about
some baslic personal Information, such as name, age, birthday, where you are from, where you live, what you look like and what kind of person you are or are not. You will aiso talk about your Interests and your likes/disiikes.

Be sure to not only answer the questions, but also ask the appropriate questions to make the conversation flow and logical. Be as detalled as possible and always respond in complete sentences!
Complete and add your parts to the following recording. Note: You may need to pause in order to elaborate appropriately.

Farticipate In the following dialogue with the new exchange student (opens in a new window).

Conversation Outline . .
Use this outline to guide your conversation. Rec Ord I n g TUto rl al s

You can use any of these programs 1o create your recording. Here are a few tutcrials 1o help:
Guidelines

« Screencast-c-matic (opens in new window)
SRasker Toplc = [Kaltura Capture [opens in new windaw)
« Loom [opens in a new window)

Exchange Student Greeting

You Greeting Checklist

= Inthe dialogue the exchange student and | had a conversation about our name, age, birthday, birthplace, residence, looks and personality.
= The exchange student and | also talked about Interests and likes/dislikes.

= |started the dialogue with a greeting and ended with a farewell phrasa.

= lresponded 1o questicns regarding my name, age, residence, ic.. in complete sentences and In detall!

= lincludad and showcased wocabulary, questions, and grammar learned in the unit.

= | submitted my recording of the dialogue.




GIA Design: Session Info

GERMAN 1 LIVE SESSIO...

* Frequency increased

Mame b
I Intro Unit Live Session PPTs
* Shared template materials B Unit1Live session PPTs | GERMAN 1 LIVE SESSIO... >  Unit 1LiJ
I3 Unit 2 Live Session PPTs Name 4
. E Unit 3 Live Session PPTs Copy of Physical descriptions(1) 21
° TeaCherS can personallze 3 Unit 4 Live Session PPTs Germ 1U1L1 Das bin ich! Er, Sie, Sie P... %
SeSS I O n I nfo rm atlo n fro m B Unit 5 Live Session PPTs A Germ 1U1IL2 Interp Assess.ppt 21
th ese te m p I ates [0l DA1Culture Projects - Ser M  Germ 1U1IL2 Practice Nomen und Pro... 23

German For t{might’s live Germ 1UIL2 Practice Nomen und Pro... 2%

Germ 1U1L3 Fragen Sing Plural Freeti... 21

£l

Wearpod Instructions.pdf

[ LOW Sta kes ( i nstru CtiO n ) Germ 1U1L4 Interp Assessment Das ... 2%

Germ 1Unit 1 Das bin ich Review Jeo... 22

M Uil Culture Forum - School Schedul... 21




Standard Alignment of GIAs

Standard Design Elements

3.1: The types of assessments in the course measure the stated learning Spontaneous assessments for guided
objectives or competencies, are consistent with learning activities and interpersonal tasks.

resources, and their relationship with learning objectives or competencies is

clearly stated.

3.2: Specific and descriptive criteria are provided for the evaluation of Descriptive framing and common rubrics
learners’ work and assist the instructor in determining the level of achievement
of learning objectives and competencies

3.3: Assessment strategies provide learners with opportunities to Rubric feedback
reflect on their progress towards meeting course requirements and Instructional Sessions
mastering learning objectives or competencies.

5.1: The learning activities promote the achievement of Instructional Sessions (weekly)
the stated learning objectives or competencies, and their relationship with
learning objectives or competencies is clearly stated.

5.3: Learning activities provide opportunities for learner-instructor and learner- Instructional Sessions (weekly)
learner interaction.

6.2: Course tools facilitate student engagement and promote active learning Varied modalities (VSC and Franchises)



Comparing Models

Original Model

» Synchronous sessions for assessment
* High stakes
 Difficult scheduling
* Teacher focus on assessing in real time.
* Concerns from students and parents

* Meet spontaneous communication
requirement

 Common rubrics, templates and framing

drove consistent quality

GIlAs

» Synchronous sessions for instruction
* Low stakes
* More frequent

* Teacher focus on instructionand community in
real time

 |nitial student feedback positive
* More opportunities to practice and reflect

e Asynchronous Assessments

* Meet spontaneous communication requirements

* Keep all assessments in the "critical path" of the
course flow

 Common rubric and framing drives consistent
quality

* More opportunities for responsive instruction



Implications
and Lessons

Learned

e Makes courses more durable (currency can be
provided instructionally)

e Can drive engagement




\ﬁrtual *

Thank you!

Any questions?
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